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The Danish healthcare system
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Division of labour in the healthcare system

National Level

Ministry of Health
ÅLegislation
ÅNational health policies
ÅNational targets
ÅOverall economic framework
ÅStructural planning
ÅPlanning of medical specialties 

across regions and hospitals
ÅClinical guidelines
ÅAuditing (patient safety etc.)

Local LevelRegional Level

5 regions
ÅHospitals
ÅPsychiatric care
ÅGeneral practitioners 

(family doctors) 
ÅAdult dental care 
ÅOther private 

practitioners

98 municipalities
ÅPreventive care and health 

promotion
ÅElder care
ÅNon-hospital rehabilitation
ÅTreatment of alcohol and 

drug abuse
ÅChild nursing

Universal coverage

Free & 
equal access

Mainly financed by 
general taxes 

(Ḑ84 %)

A high degree of 
decentralization
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Trust and 
transparency Why?

Digital solutions 
creating transparency 

High data security 

Rules to regulate the 
use of data

Secure research 
platforms
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In general, Danes 
have a high trust in 
the Danish 
authorities and 
the Danish digital 
solutions which 
enables the 
collection of an 
extensive amount 
of information 
about Danish 
citizens
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Legal framework in Denmark
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Primary useof data
Data usedfor patient treatment

Secondaryuseof data

ÅThe patients consent is implied

ÅElectronic records can only be accessed by 
healthcare professionals participating in the 
treatment of the patient

ÅPatients have the right to deny access to their 
health records healthcare professionals

ÅPatients have access to MyLog, where they can 
see which healthcare professionals have 
accessed their health record

ÅData processing does not require consent of the individual for 
administrative purposes.

ÅFor research or statistical purposes data may be processed 
without consent of the data subject presupposing that the 
processing of data is:
Åof significant public importance, and
Åthe processing is necessary for carrying out these studies

ÅApproval from a data authority is necessary

Data usedfor planning, management and research



Agenda

6

1

2

3

4

5

The Danish healthcaresystem and legal 
framework

The foundationand extent of the 
Danish healthdata

Danish health care is nationwide digital and 
cross sectoral communication is digital

Useof Danish healthdata e.g. in research

The valueof data sharing





8

All data is linkable via CPR
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Stakeholderstil brug af data - både private og offentlige + tal for 
hvor mange vi leverer til presse (spørg Hans) 
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186 usersa day

85 statisticsregularly
publishedin the last year

60 answers to parliamentary 
questions and consultations in 
the last year

130 pressinquriesper year

Delivers 700 research 
inquiries a year
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and enriched data transferred 
back to hospitals, municipals  


